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nyself by the fact that nearly all colliery practitioners in this
county are in a similar position.-1 am, etc.,

Janusry 8th. M.D., AND EIGHT YEARS IN PRACTICE.

SIR,-The recent action of the General Medical Council on
the subject of unqualified assistants again proves the abso-
lute necessity for the adequate representation on the General
Medical Council of the general practitioners by a bond fide
general practitioner. As a result of the recent enactments, a
conscientious practitioner of many years' standing may be
placed in the following awkward predicament: While con-
tinuing to pursue his practice in the same manner as he has
always hitherto done, using the services of an unqualified
assistant, as has been customary and lawful, he may imperil
his diploma and be adjudged guilty of infamous conduct; on
.the other hand, if he comply with the terms as indicated by
the General Medical Council, he is saddled with an assistant
who is practically no use to him. As a third alternative, he
may get rid of his unqualified assistant and replace him by a
qualified assistant; but in that case, what is to become of the
old unqualified assistant ?
This may be a sentimental question, but it has to be solved

all the same. In many cases not only friendship but actual
affection may exist between an employer and his old as-
eistant, and it would be an unmanly piece of heartless
egotism to see him turned into the street; moreover, by
custom, by training, and by experience, the unqualified
assistant is exactly the man he wants, and could not be
satisfactorily replaced at a moment's notice by a qualified
assistant. The present unqualified assistant is often a relic
of the old-fashioned apprenticeship system, under which a
boy was placed in a surgery as an apprentice to learn the art
and craft of a surgeon and accoucheur. This system was
recognised by law, and the term of apprenticeship actually
counted for a certain proportional period in his medical and
surgical curriculum. Want of means, want of determination
or energy, want of brains-or a combination of all three-
prevented him from qualifying, and he gradually drifted into
the position of an unqualified assistant-a modest, unam-
bitious, yet tolerably useful rdle in life, and one compatible
with-in some cases-a fair standard of comfort. Some of
these unfortunate men had the temerity to marry, and even
'to beget children. Are these men, now at the arbitrary
dictum of a body of men not thoroughly cognisant of their
exact position, duties, and usefulness, to be summarily
turned into the street ? I trust not. It seems to me that all
unqualified assistants of three years' service might be
registered, no renewals made, and thus by lapse of time the
unqualified assistant will ultimately become extinct. The
-register might be open for, say three months, all applications
to be registered, to be endorsed by one or two registered
practitioners, and acoompanied by a testimonial of character.
Certainly I should strenuously object to their undergoing
any examination whatever, as in that case a new order of
practitioners would be instituted.
Unless some such scheme be adopted, the present

unqualified assistants will b- let loose on the world to
live as best they can, and the result will be that
some will commence unqualified practice, and we shall thus
reinforce the order of medical botanists, medical electricians,
masseurs, ophthalmic opticians, man-midwives, rupture
specialists, itinerant physicians who frequent sea-side and
holiday resorts and give a prescription for any complaint
under the sun for threepence, and quacks of all sorts and con-
ditions; while others will most probably get lower and lower
in the scale of humanity, till ultimately they become low
lodging-house tramps and loafers, if not even worse than
,that.
Just a word to those qualified men who contend that the

competition by unqualified assistants is unfair and unjust to
them. They seem to forget that when they became qualified
'the unqualified assistant was a recognised fact and there-
fore no new condition is being imposed on them, but an
opponent is being gradually extinguished for their benefit.
What we contend f r is that this extinction of the unqualified
assistant shall be as gradual, merciful, and painless a process
as possible.-I am, ete.,

Pi eston, January ioth. JAMES A. RiGBY.

SIR,-A perusal of the correspondence on this question
reveals the fact that a section of the profession is opposed to
reform. Some of the writers while resenting the recent
decision of the General Medical Council, would have that
body attack other evils, reminding one of the couplet:

Compound for sins they are Inclined to
By damning those they have no mind to.

To the Medical Defence Union our gratitude is due for
exposure of the evil, and also to Coroner Braxton Hicks, who
again and again during recent years has, at inquests, shown
the injustice accruing to the poor by the prevalence of the
custom. To those who ask what is the use of agitation for
improvement, we can mention three recent facts of good
omen: First, the election of Mr. Victor Horsley to the
General Medical Council; secondly, the decision of the General
Medical Council as regards unqualified assistants; and
thirdly, the pronouncement by the Irish Royal College of
Surgeons (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, November 27th, 1897).
-I am, etc.,
Elgin Avenue, W., January IIth. H. HAVELOCK STURGE.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND LEGAL
MEDICINE: EDINBURGH MEETING.

SIR,-In BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 8th a list of
the sixteen Sections in which papers are to be read at the
Edinburgh meeting in July are given, but I fail to observe
that Legal Medicine has any place among the list as it might
have, and as it, I think, rightly has, at most medical con-
gresses held in other countries. In former years it used to
be tacked on to Public Health, with which it has absolutely
no connection; why it was difficult to understand. It has
now disappeared. In times like the present, when University
authorities and Royal Commissions recommend and are
giving effect, to the separation of Medical Jurisprudence from
Public Health, and when specialising is freely indulged in,
one would have thought that the Council of the Association
would not have overlooked this matter, in my humble judg-
ment one of the first importance. Legal medicine apart from
the significance attached to it by Continental and American
Associations and jurists, is surely as worthy of a distinct
place in the annual programme as at least four other sub-
jects in recent years selected for special treatment. Legal
Medicine is all but ignored and cold-shouldered in this
country, and thus it comes about that there is little or no
interchange of opinion between medical men except on rare
occasions at meetings of the Medico-Psychological Associa-
tion, and none between the legal and medical professions, on
matters of the very first importance, except that which un-
fortunatelytakes place in the arena of civil and criminal courts,
where medical men are distinctly on most occasions placed at
a disadvantage by the attitude of bench and bar. In Edin-
burgh, the seat of the Supreme Courts of Justice and of legal
learning, it surely might have been possible to have set up a
S'ection of Legal Medicine to the discussion, at all events, on
the crucial points which divide the two professions largely
through misunderstanding of oae another. Members of the
legal profession and of legal societies might be invited by the
President (Sir Thomas Grainger Stewart) and the Council. If
not too late, I beg to throw out this suggestion for the con-
sideration of those with whom the arrangements for the
meeting rest.-I am, etc.,
Edinburgh, July zoth. J. F. SUTHERLAND.

" THE HUMAN FOOT IN ART."
SIR,-I observe that under this title attention has been

drawn in the BRITISHI MEDICAL JOURNAL of January ist and
8th to the proper direction of the great toe, and that neither
the one contribntor nor the other appears to be aware of the
readily ascertainable but much neglected fact that though
the great toes certainly lie in contact one with the other in
their whole length when the feet and placed together, pro-
vided that the feet are undeformed and are laid down on a
perfectly flat surface, yet nevertheless a properly fitting
shoe of the ordinary and historic pattern conforms exanctly to
the shanes and requirements of the foot, not deforming it in
the least.
ShoEs are not made with the sole flat, but with an instep


